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Background
BAI in Civil Engineering

from Trinity College Dublin 1998 

PhD in Civil Engineering

from University College London in 2001

Academia
TCD Civil Engineering (2000 - 2003)

UCD Civil Engineering (2003 - 2019)

Head of School of Civil Engineering (2015 – 2019)

Currently
College Principal, College of Engineering
and Architecture and Dean of Engineering (appointed 2019)

Associate Dean of Engineering
Daniel Mc Crum, School of Civil Engineering

Professor Aoife Ahern



Non-EU Countries

China, Egypt, India, Jordan,

Jamaica, Kuwait

Malaysia, Nigeria

Panama, Pakistan, Philippines

Qatar, Russia

Saudi Arabia, South Africa

Taiwan, Thailand

Trinidad and Tobago

Turkey

United Arab Emirates

United Kingdom

United States

Welcome All

EU Countries

Albania, Austria

Czech Republic

France

Ireland

Italy

Lithuania

Poland

Romania

Spain

Ukraine
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Finding your way around

Newstead & 
Richview

Science

Engineering 
Materials 
Science Centre

Agriculture 
and Food 
Science Centre



UCD New Students website 

● Brightspace Module: Introduction to UCD

● Welcome to UCD Guide

● How-to Guide Videos

● Orientation Timetables



Introduction to UCD Library



The Student Charter

summarises the aspirations and 

expectations for all members of our 

University community.

The Charter sets out the roles and 

responsibilities of the various 
groups within our University and 

outlines what students can expect 

from their University and what the 

University can expect from its 

student members.

UCD Student Charter



For Stage One Students

Further guidance can be found here:

Recommended Specifications for Engineering Student Laptops

Should I buy a new laptop? No Yet!

If you have an existing laptop or can use an existing laptop for a minimum of 

30 hours per week it will probably be fine for the modules in Stage 1. Start 

using what you have and upgrade later if necessary, that way you have a 

better laptop later in the programme, when you need it most.

The software you will use is available free online or through UCD and 

consists of:

• Excel/Word MS Office (Available through UCD Connect)

• Antivirus (Available through UCD Connect)

• Python/Matlab (Available through UCD Connect)

• Video Conferencing software e.g. Zoom (Available online)

• Web Browser e.g. Chrome (Available online)

It is recommended that your laptop has:

• Camera, Microphone, WiFi, Speakers/headphone connectivity

Can I use a tablet? No, not as your primary IT device. It will take longer to 

carry out assignments using a tablet.

Recommended
laptop specifications

https://www.ucd.ie/eacollege/currentstudents/informationforincomingfirstyears/dn150stage1engineeringprogrammeinformation/recommendedspecificationsforengineeringstudentlaptops/


Key Dates
Online registration closes:

September 19th

Autumn trimester exams:

December 6th to 20th inclusive.



If you are unable to complete assignments or attend 

required classes/exams due to unforeseen circumstances, 

you can apply for Extenuating Circumstances.

The link to Extenuating Circumstances can be found on our 

College webpage.

Extenuating Circumstances



Continuation
Academic Progress



Study Abroad

Exchange opportunities are available in Stage 3,

for a full year or one trimester, depending on the programme.

Requirements for Engineering Stage 1

- Complete Stage 1 with a minimum GPA of 3.00

- Earn 30 credits in Autumn Trimester of Stage 2 with 

minimum GPA of 3.00

- No grade less than C- in any core module over those

three Trimesters

- All Trimesters matter



The College Office Team

• Sue Philpott, College Office Director

• Debra Heeney, Programme and Operations 

Manager

• Seán Kenny , Programme Manager

• Daniel Earls , Programme Manager

• Janine Smart, Senior Executive Administrator

• Catherine Bodey, Senior Executive Administrator



Find us here!

Room 122, First Floor,

Engineering and Materials Science Centre



www.ucd.ie/eacollege/connector/

The college Connector

http://www.ucd.ie/eacollege/connector/


Office hours are 10 am to 1 pm and from 1.30 pm

until 4 pm, Monday to Friday for:

• drop in quick queries

• Pre-booked face-to-face meetings

• Pre-booked meetings online via Zoom

Monitored emails are:

• 8.30 am - 4.30 pm, Monday to Friday

• Send your query 24/7 via the college Connector

Get in touch!
2025/2026 Opening Hours:



Registration Queries
• Programme and module registration queries

• Time conflicts/capacity issues

Examination Process

• General enquiries about exams

• What happens if I fail? When can I resit/repeat?

• Extenuating Circumstances & Medical Certificates

Student Support 

• Academic Advice, e.g. Leave of Absence,

and reduced workload
• Pastoral support and advice in relation to all aspects 

of University life

• Signposting to other University services

What we can help with



Find ‘How-to’ PDFs and Video at: 

www.ucd.ie/students/registration/ 

registration guides

Registration Guides

Guide to 
Engineering

https://www.ucd.ie/students/registration/registrationguides/
https://www.ucd.ie/students/registration/registrationguides/
https://www.ucd.ie/eacollege/currentstudents/informationforincomingfirstyears/dn150stage1engineeringprogrammeinformation/
https://www.ucd.ie/eacollege/currentstudents/informationforincomingfirstyears/dn150stage1engineeringprogrammeinformation/


Stage one students can

choose their elective in January 2026.

They are not available now!

Along as they fit into your timetable

and there are places available, Electives can be 

chosen from across the full range of 

undergraduate degree programmes.

For more info, please see: 

https://www.ucd.ie/students/registration/electives/

Choosing Electives

https://www.ucd.ie/students/registration/electives/


• UCD Connect email is the primary channel for 

official UCD communications. You will have 

received information regarding your email 

account when offered your place in UCD.

• It is the responsibility of each student to regularly 
check their UCD Connect email account.

• When setting up your mail accounts change your 
password to something more secure.

• In email exchanges, always include your student
ID otherwise it can delay your query.

Lines of 
Communication



Don’t forget to:

• Complete your online registration

• Keep on top of your UCD Connect Email

• Use our Student Connector to get in touch!

Get familiar with:

• UCD Current Student Website

• College webpages for students

• Student Key Dates Calendar

• UCD Term Dates 2025/2026

• UCD Fees Website

• UCD Academic Regulations 2025/2026

• College Contact List

And now for some 
good advice!

https://www.ucd.ie/students/registration/registrationguides/
https://www.ucd.ie/itservices/startoftermguide/
https://www.ucd.ie/eacollege/connector/
https://www.ucd.ie/students/
https://www.ucd.ie/students/
https://www.ucd.ie/eacollege/currentstudents/
https://www.ucd.ie/eacollege/currentstudents/
https://www.ucd.ie/students/keydates/
https://www.ucd.ie/students/keydates/
https://www.ucd.ie/students/keydates/
https://www.ucd.ie/students/keydates/
https://www.ucd.ie/students/fees/
https://www.ucd.ie/students/fees/
https://hub.ucd.ie/usis/!W_HU_MENU.P_PUBLISH?p_tag=GD-DOCLAND&ID=287
https://hub.ucd.ie/usis/!W_HU_MENU.P_PUBLISH?p_tag=GD-DOCLAND&ID=287
https://www.ucd.ie/eacollege/contact/
https://www.ucd.ie/eacollege/contact/


• Please don’t be afraid contact the Engineering and 
Architecture College Office if you need any assistance.

• We know that settling into a new programme (city or 
country) can be a challenging experience, and some of you 

may be feeling isolated and alone. 

• Please don’t suffer in silence, many students feel that 

same way. Please let us know and we can try to help you. 

Your Student Adviser is Dr. Julia Maher 

(julia.maher@ucd.ie).

• Don’t forget to use our Student Connector to get in touch!

• Also see the UCD Student Centre for all available UCD 

Student Supports.

If we don’t know we can’t help

https://www.ucd.ie/eacollege/connector/
https://www.ucd.ie/studentcentre/services/studentsupport/
https://www.ucd.ie/studentcentre/services/studentsupport/


DN150 Orientation Timetable
www.ucd.ie/newstudents/orientation/

orientationtimetable/



We will share this presentation with 

you and welcome any questions at the 

end of this session.

You will forget
everything we have said!

… and that’s fine because…



Useful weblinks
for further resources

www.ucd.ie/estates/

www.ucd.ie/newstudents/

https://libguides.ucd.ie/newstudents

www.ucd.ie/studentcharter/

www.ucd.ie/eacollege/currentstudents/extenuatingcircumstan

ces

www.ucd.ie/eacollege/study/engineeringinternationalprogram

mes/erasmusnon-euexchangeprogramme/

www.ucd.ie/eacollege/contact/collegeadministration/

www.ucd.ie/students/registration/electives/

www.ucd.ie/eacollege/currentstudents/informationforincoming

firstyears/dn150stage1engineeringprogrammeinformation/rec

ommendedspecificationsforengineeringstudentlaptops/

www.ucd.ie/students/keydates/

https://www.ucd.ie/newstudents/
https://libguides.ucd.ie/newstudents
https://www.ucd.ie/studentcharter/
http://www.ucd.ie/eacollege/currentstudents/extenuatingcircumstances
http://www.ucd.ie/eacollege/currentstudents/extenuatingcircumstances
https://www.ucd.ie/eacollege/study/engineeringinternationalprogrammes/erasmusnon-euexchangeprogramme/
https://www.ucd.ie/eacollege/study/engineeringinternationalprogrammes/erasmusnon-euexchangeprogramme/
https://www.ucd.ie/eacollege/study/engineeringinternationalprogrammes/erasmusnon-euexchangeprogramme/
https://www.ucd.ie/eacollege/study/engineeringinternationalprogrammes/erasmusnon-euexchangeprogramme/
http://www.ucd.ie/eacollege/contact/collegeadministration/
http://www.ucd.ie/students/registration/electives/
https://www.ucd.ie/eacollege/currentstudents/informationforincomingfirstyears/dn150stage1engineeringprogrammeinformation/recommendedspecificationsforengineeringstudentlaptops/
https://www.ucd.ie/eacollege/currentstudents/informationforincomingfirstyears/dn150stage1engineeringprogrammeinformation/recommendedspecificationsforengineeringstudentlaptops/
https://www.ucd.ie/eacollege/currentstudents/informationforincomingfirstyears/dn150stage1engineeringprogrammeinformation/recommendedspecificationsforengineeringstudentlaptops/
https://www.ucd.ie/students/keydates/


What is the 
Engineering Society?

• Ireland’s largest student-lead
engineering society

• Host a large number of both social
and career-oriented events

• The best way for you to meet fellow engineers



Social Events



Career Events

Our Corporate Partners 25/26:



How do I get involved

• Join from the stand in the Freshers’ 
Tent 15th-19th

• Membership is €2 and payable by 
cash/card

• Freshers’ Reps applications will open 
later this month



Follow @ucdengsoc on Instagram Follow @ucdengsoc on WOTSON

Freshers Week 25/26



Coffee Morning

Thursday 4th September
11:00-12:00

Engineering and Materials Science 
Centre

Join us for doughnuts, biscuits, coffee 
and tea!
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